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Santa Arrives in Sayre
Santa Claus arrived in Sayre for the 22nd year
the night after Thanksgiving officially kicking
off the holiday season in the Greater Valley
Community. This year’s Christmas parade
featured a smaller number of particpants and
spectators but that didn’t make the event any
less special. The parade featured several new
sparticipants and all of the particpants did an
outstanding job decorating their floats. The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic required
parade organizers to make some adjustments to the parade to reduce contact between
participants, spectators, and volunteers and so that social distancing requirements could be
followed. Guthrie donated 2,000 face masks that were distributed to participants and
specators by volunteers from the healthcare facility before the parade. The parade route
was extended down South Elmer Avenue which doubled the length of the route and enabled
many residents who would normally come downtown for the parade to enjoy it from their
front porch and front yard. The biggest change to the parade was the elmination of
activities in Howard Elmer Park that take place at the conclusion of the parade.
The Morning Times livestreamed the parade on their website for those who could not attend
the parade in person could enjoy it at home, and the the official parade video was uploaded
on Facebook within 24 hours after the conclusion of the parade thanks to 3D Cinemation.

Borough Property
Taxes Increasing
After maintaining the same property tax millage rate
for the past decade, the Borough Council adopted an
Ordinance in November that increased property
taxes from 10.37 mills to 12.50 mills effective
January 2021. The property tax increase was neccesitated by the increased costs
associated with day to day operations including the hiring of two new full-time patrol
officers and the purchase of a new aerial truck. Property taxes will increase by $2.13 per
$1,000.00 of assessed value of a property with an average increase of approximately
$85.00 per year.

Parade Particpants
Exceed Expectation
Decorating a float for a parade takes a lot of time,
help, and most of all a lot of patience. While parade organizers were just happy to be
able to have the parade and see over three dozen participants register to be part of the
event the amount of effort that was put into each float truly exceeded expectations. Video
and photos of the various floats look great but they really needed to be seen in person to
appreciate them. There were only plans to present two awards, one for Best of Show and
the other is the John J. Repasky Award for Best Decorated Fire/EMS vehicle, but during the
parade it became obvious that many of the participants took their decorating efforts to the
next level making it very difficult for the judges. The winner of the Best of Show Award
was given to Cabinetworks Group (formerly Masco), and judges also awarded two Best of
Show Honorable Mention awards with the first going to Guthrie for their Gingerbread
House float and the other to Bradley Farms of Elmira for their float. Also recognized was
the Wagner Family who received the Judge’s Award, and Twin Tier Jeep Club which
features nearly two dozen decorated jeeps as Most Entertaining Float. The Monroe Hose
Company won the John J. Repasky Award for the second year in a row. The John J.
Repasky Award is sponsored by the Howard Elmer Hose Company in memory of John
Repasky Sr. who was a long time member of the organization, former Borough Mayor, and
the Grand Marshal of the first Christmas Parade in 1999. Each winner will be presented
with a plaque recognizing their achievement and the recipient of the Repasky award
receives $200.00.

Unique Christmas Ideas
The holidays can be a stressful time and what many of us
stress the most about is what to get that tough to buy for
family member and the Borough has a couple unique ideas.
The first is a patriotic banner to recognize our military
veterans. There are more than 350 patriotic banners
currently on display throughout the Borough and the next order for new and updated
banners will begin April 1st and end on June 30, 2021. The cost of a new banner is
$125.00 and the cost to update an existing banner is $100.00. The other unique gift idea is
the purchase of a sponsorship name plate on the town clock. The clock located on
Desmond Street was installed in 2016 in celebration with the Borough’s 125th Anniversary
and features three different sponsorship levels which include the Quasquincentennial $125.00 (8 Spaces Available); The John Wilkes - $250.00 (4 Spaces Available); and the Black
Diamond Express (6 Spaces Available)- $500.00. Additional information about the patriotic
banners and clock sponsorship name plates is available on the Borough’s website
(www.sayreborough.org). The deadline to purchase a name plate is May 31, 2021.

Recycling Center Hours
In response to the increase in activity at the South Thomas Avenue
Recycling & Compost Center, the switch over to winter hours that
were scheduled to take place on December 1st has been postponed
to January 2nd. The center is open on Mondays and Wednesdays
from 4:00pm to 7:00pm and Saturdays from 8:00am to 3:00pm.
The center will be closed on Mondays and Wednesday and open Saturdays from 8:00am
to 12:00pm beginning January 2, 2021and continuing through March 31, 2021.
There are several great events held throughout the
Greater Valley Community each year and they
would not be possible without a group of
dedicated volunteers working behind the scenes.
These volunteers are the backbone of the events
and without them they would not be successful.
There are many indviduals who volunteer with
multiple organizations and there is an increased likelihood of burnout. One of the biggest
reasons people don’t volunteer is that they think that they don’t have the time and for some
that may be true, but one of the biggest misconceptions about an event is that they take a
lot of time to coordinate. While it is true that event planning is ongoing throughout the
year, most of the volunteer time is needed on the day of the event and for no more than
two or three hours which could be during set-up, clean-up, or during the event itself.
Volunteers come in all shapes, sizes, and ages and you can volunteer as an indvidual,
family, organization, or business. If you think you might be interested in volunteering at
the Borough’s End of Summer Celebration held on the fourth Saturday (8/28/21) in
August or 2021 Christmas Parade, email events@sayreborough.org. You might have fun!

Resident Notification Program
A new program is being developed to improve
communication with Borough residents and residents from
neighboring municipalities who utilize the Borough’s
various services. The Borough has relied on local news
media and social media resources for many years to keep
residents informed but there is not a fool proof way of
keeping residents up to date when it is necessary to make changes to collection schedules,
announce street closures, or announce weather related closures. The Borough is in the
process of developing an email group that will enable us to notify large groups in a quick
an efficient manner when it is necessary to make an announcement. The Borough will
continue to utilize local media and social media outlets and its website to make
announcements, but the new notification programs will provide us with another way to
keep residents and taxpayers informed. Residents are also encouraged to register their
telephone number(s) with the Bradford County Emergency Management Agency to receive
CODE RED emergency notifications which is free of charge. Residents interested in
receiving emails from the Borough can send their contact information to
admin@sayreborough.org.

WINTER SEASON
Winter weather will be here soon and it
is once again time to remind residents of
a variety of regulations that go into
effect each winter. The most important
regulation is Snow Emergency Routes.
The Borough established Snow
Emergency Routes to ensure that
primary routes to and from the medical
center, fire, EMS, and police facilities
are clear and passable during a storm.
A SNOW EMERGENCY automatically
goes into effect in Sayre Borough when
the National Weather Service issues a
WINTER STORM WARNING until the Storm Warning is terminated by the Weather Service.
When the Borough is under a Snow Emergency, parking on streets posted as Snow
Emergency Routes is prohibited for the duration of the Snow Emergency. It may also be
necessary to limit traffic on Snow Emergency Routes to snow plow and emergency vehicles
only. Residents are also required to remove snow from sidewalks within 24 hours after the
storm has ended and reminded to not shovel snow into the streets. Residents living on
streets that are not designated as Snow Emergency Routes should also make every attempt
to remove their vehicles from the street during a snow storm so that plow crews are not
impeded by parked cars.
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