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The Borough’s 2020 General Fund budget maintains 10.37 mill tax rate for the tenth year in a row.   

The development of the nearly $5.3 million budget included many challenges due to increases in 

salaries, insurances, and pension obligations but the Borough was able to maintain all of its current 

services due in part to the reduction in the amount of funding allocated to the capital reserve line 

items.   The Borough’s 2020 sewer rate also was unchanged following a $12.00 per year increase in 

2019.   The $2.6 million sewer budget benefitted from the collection of more than $212,000.00 from 

delinquent accounts in 2019.   
 

BOROUGH COUNCIL RE-ORGANIZES AND WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

                                                       
(Councilmembers Patrick Gillette, Cori Belles, Jessica Meyer, & Mayor Henry Farley)                       (Mayor Henry Farley & Councilmember Irene Slocum) 

New Councilmembers Cori Belles and Jessica Meyer joined the Borough Council following their 

swearing-in ceremony at the Borough Council’s re-organziation meeting on Janaury 6.   Mrs. Belles 

and Miss Meyer were elected in November to four year terms to replace long-time councilmen 

Eugene Cerutti and Robert Flick who both decided not to seek re-election.   Councilmember Patrick 

Gillette was also sworn in at the re-organization meeting and Councilmember Irene Slocum was sworn 

in earlier in the day.     Also during the re-organziation meeting, the Borough Council re-appointed 

James Daly as Council President and Irene Slocum as Council Vice-President.   
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LONGTIME COUNCILMEMBERS RECOGNIZED FOR YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

       
 

At their December meeting, the Borough Council took a moment to thank longtime Councilmembers 

Eugene Cerutti and Robert Flick for their years of service on the Borough Council and their support of 

various Borough projects.     Council President Jim Daly and Mayor Henry Farley presented Mr. Cerutti 

and Mr. Flick with a plaque recognizing the various projects completed during their tenure on the 

Borough Council and also the individual projects that they each spearheaded.   Mayor Farley thanked 

each of them for leadership, teamwork, and dedication.    Mr. Cerutti served on the Borough Council 

for twelve years and served as Council Vice President and Administration Committee Chairman and 

Mr. Flick served on the Borough Council for ten years and served as Council President Pro-Tem and 

Public Works Committee Chairman.     
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BOROUGH COUNCIL  
APPOINTS NEW FULL-TIME PATROL OFFICER  

Patrol Officer Casey Shiposh officially became the Police 
Department’s newest full-time officer on January 1st but was 
ceremonially sworn in on January 6 during the Borough 
Council’s re-organization meeting.   Officer Shiposh was first 
hired as a per diem patrol officer in October 2018 and promoted 
to permanent part-time in January 2019 and his recent 
promotion to full-time Patrol Officer is to replace Patrol Officer 
Travis Snyder who resigned in May 2019 to dedicate more time 
to his business CT Graphics.    The Sayre Borough Police 
Department consists of ten full-time officers, three part-time 
and per diem officers, and two civilian employees.        
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DELINQUENT SEWER COLLECTION PROCESS BEGINS IN FEBRUARY 

The Borough’s annual delinquent sewer collection process 
will begin in February when notifications are sent advising property owners who have an account(s) 
that is past due that full payment is due by February 15, 2020 to prevent termination of service.  
Property owners who need additional time to satisfy their account(s) can enter into a payment 
agreement with the Borough and pay all applicable fees to continue service until the account(s) is 
paid in full.    More than $212,000.00 was collected in 2019 from delinquent accounts.    
 
 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Emergency        911   Sayre Tax Office    (570) 888-9750 

Borough Hall      (570) 888-7739  Fire Department (Non-Emergency) (570) 888-9612 

Public Works Department    (570) 888-5131  Police Department (Non-Emergency) (570) 888-2233  

Code Enforcement Agency   (570) 888-4410  State Representative Tina Pickett (570) 888-9011 

State Senator Gene Yaw (570)-322-6457  Bradford County Commissioners (570) 265-1727 
 
 
 
 

Winter has arrived in the Borough and the Greater Valley 
Community and it is once again time to remind residents of a 
variety of regulations that go into effect each winter.   The most 
important regulation is Snow Emergency Routes.   The Borough 
established Snow Emergency Routes to ensure that primary 
routes to and from the medical center, fire, EMS, and police 
facilities are clear and passable during a storm.     

A SNOW EMERGENCY automatically goes into effect when the 
National Weather Service issues a WINTER STORM WARNING for 
our area and remains in effect until the Winter Storm Warning is 
terminated by the Weather Service.   When the Borough is under 
a Snow Emergency, parking on streets posted as Snow 
Emergency Routes is prohibited for the duration of the Snow 
Emergency.   It may also be necessary to limit traffic on Snow 
Emergency Routes to snow plow and emergency vehicles only.   
Residents are also required to remove snow from sidewalks 
within 24 hours after the storm has ended and reminded to not 
shovel snow into the streets.       
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Recycling Containers Distribution Planned  
The Borough will begin distributing new recycling and yard waste containers in April.   The new 
containers will be available to Borough residents only and are free of charge.   The new containers 
were purchased with grant funds that were awarded to the Borough and are part of the 
comprehensive enhancements planned for the Borough’s recycling program.   
 

New Leaf Vacuum Truck and Dump Truck Purchased  
The Borough Council approved the purchase of a new leaf vacuum truck in 2019 that will improve the 
efficiency of curbside leaf collection in 2020.   The new truck has a greater capacity for storage and 
will increase the amount of leaves collected before having to travel back to the compost area to 
dump the containers.   The new truck was purchased with grant funds awarded to the Borough and 
are part of the comprehensive enhancements planned for the Borough’s recycling program.  
 

The Borough Council also approved the purchase of a new dump truck in 2019 that will be used as 
part of the Borough’s curbside recycling glass collection process.  The new truck was purchased with 
grant funds awarded to the Borough and is part of the comprehensive enhancements planned for the 
Borough’s recycling program.  
 

Recycling Center Improvements  
A new security camera system was installed in November 2019 and improvements to the blacktop 
area at the Borough’s South Thomas Avenue Drop-Off Center are planned for later this year.   The 
improvements include milling and repaving of the existing area and pavement markings to improve 
directional flow at the center.    
    

The purchase of the new equipment, containers, and improvements have been possible through a 
$345,000 grant received in November 2018 from the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection.  The Borough has received more than $1.5 million in recycling grant funds since 2002.      

 

2019 Recycling Report  
The Borough’s ongoing efforts to promote recycling through our curbside collection program and at 
the Thomas Avenue drop-off center continued to be positive in 2019.   The amount of recyclables 
collected through the curbside collection program decreased by 40,820 pounds but increased by 
32,500 pounds at the Thomas Avenue drop-off center in 2019 compared to 2018.   The amount of 
trash collected increased in 2019 by 194 tons compared to the amount collected in 2018, however 
that increase can be associated to the increase in the number of stickers purchased by residents for 
additional trash bags.    
 

 Year Curbside Collection 
(lbs.) 

Drop-Off Center 
(lbs.) 

Trash Collection 
(tons) 

2019 291,100 244,320 1788 
2018 331,920 211,820 1,594 
2017 274,550 223,190 1,623 
2016 277,607 233,010 1,586 
2015 277,340 218,085 1,573 
2014 224,440 211,260 1,548 

    

2009 209,080 180,500 1,669 
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 Getting around downtown Sayre and the intersections 

near the Guthrie Medical Campus got a little easier in 2019 with the completion of the ADA Crosswalk 

Improvement Project.   JD Ward Contracting of Sayre was awarded the $300,000 project which 

included the improvement of crosswalks at the intersection of West Packer Avenue and Chacona 

Lane; West Packer Avenue and South Elmer Avenue, West Packer Avenue and South Wilbur Avenue; 

South Wilbur Avenue and Hospital Place; Hospital Place and South Wilbur Avenue; West Lockhart 

Street and Wilbur Avenue; West Lockhart Street and Elmer Avenue; West Lockhart Street and Chacona 

Lane; and Desmond Street and Hayden Street.   The project was completely funded by the 

Community Development Block Grant program.  
 
 

Annual Spring Clean-Up Planned 
The Borough’s annual Spring Clean-Up schedule has been set giving 
residents an opportunity to get rid of household junk items.   This year’s 
schedule will be Zone #1 – April 28th, Zone #2, May 5th, and Zone #3 
May 19th.  Only single and double family residential properties who are 
current Borough trash collection customers are eligible to participate in 
the program.  Items that are not taken during the clean-up include tires, 
construction debris such as shingles/roofing materials, drywall, wood 
boards, ceiling tiles, flooring materials, electronics and propane/gas 
cylinders.   CLEAN-UP REGISTRATION FORMS ARE AVAILABLE AT 

THE BOROUGH HALL AND WWW.SAYREBOROUGH.ORG.     

 

 
 

 

    
 
 
 
 

Crosswalk Improvement Project Completed  

 

Monroe Hose Company Receives 2019 John J. Repasky 
Award for Best Decorated Fire or EMS Vehicle  

The Monroe Hose Company received the John J. Repasky Award for 
best decorated Fire or EMS Vehicle at the 2019 Sayre Borough 
Christmas Parade.   The award is named for former Mayor and 
longtime volunteer firefighter John J. Repasky Sr. who served as the 
first grand marshal of the Christmas Parade and passed away in July 
2000.   The award is sponsored by Howard Elmer Hose Company 
where John was a member for more than four decades.  
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The Borough will continue its Patriotic Banner program in 2020 with one application process that will 
begin on May 1 and end on June 30 to ensure that the banners are installed by Veteran’s Day.    This 
year marks the fifth year of the project and a decision has been made to redesign the banners with a 
fresh look.   The new banners will be available for new applicants as well as any previously purchased 
banner.  
There are more than 425 patriotic banners currently on display throughout the Borough honoring 
residents and family members for their military service.   The Borough’s Hometown Heroes Banner 
Program was started in 2016 as part of the Borough’s 125th anniversary celebration and the program’s 
success has exceeded the Borough’s expectations.    Information about the banner program can be 
found on the Borough’s website (www.sayreborough.org) and at the Borough Hall.  
 
 
 

    The 30th year of the William S. Pierce Memorial 
Sayre Summer Concert Series will kick-off on June 17th and continue each week through August 17th.   
The first year of the concert series was spearheaded by Borough resident William S. Pierce in 
conjunction with the Borough’s 100th anniversary celebration in 1991 and thanks to volunteers and 
Sayre Borough the event has continued each year since then.   The series will continue with longtime 
concert series favorites like Steve Southworth & the Rockabilly Rays, Tom Knight Puppets, the 
Stoutmen, and the Kirby Band in addition to other musical groups who are scheduled to participate. 
This year’s concert series will also feature a reunion concert by Cobblestone Crossing who performed 
in the concert series for many years prior to the band members retiring.   The concert series is 
presented each year by the Sayre Community Corporation, Sayre Borough, and Guthrie.   
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